
 

 

 

 

 

May 5, 2014 

 

RE: Updated Endorsements for dotgay LLC (Application ID# 1-1713-23699) 

 

Dear ICANN,  

Attached are a series of updated letters of support that community endorsers have requested be submitted for 
consideration by the CPE evaluators. All five of these organizations have previously submitted letters of support, 
however each of them seek to express further commitment to the community model presented by dotgay LLC 
and offer additional insights within their updated letters. 

We appreciate ICANN adding the enclosed endorsement letters to dotgay LLC’s community application for .gay 
(Application ID# 1-1713-23699).  

Best regards, 

 

 

Jamie Baxter 
dotgay LLC 
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ILGA, the world federation of LGBTI organisations  
 1100 members from 120 countries committed to equal human rights  

for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex people 
www.ilga.org 

 

22 April 2014  

 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Chehade and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we write this updated letter in support of ICANN’s consideration 
to create the proposed .GAY TLD, however we must be completely clear that our support is 
exclusive to the community model for .GAY presented by dotgay LLC. 
 
The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) is the only 
worldwide federation of more than 1,200 lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 
(LGBTI) national and local organizations, fighting for the rights of LGBTI people. Established in 
1978 in Coventry (UK), ILGA has member organizations in all five continents and is divided into 
six regions; ILGA PanAfrica, ILGA ANZAPI (Aotearoa/New Zealand, Australia and Pacific 
Islands), ILGA Asia, ILGA Europe, ILGA LAC (Latin America and Caribbean) and ILGA North 
America.  
 
ILGA enjoys consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and 
is engaged within the UN system in advocacy for the rights of all people persecuted because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity. ILGA produces an annual world report on state-
sponsored homophobia, which includes both a survey of legislation persecuting people on the 
basis of sexual orientation and a survey of legislation protecting and/or recognizing the rights of 
people against discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 
ILGA has been involved in consultation and development of dotgay LLC’s community model for 
.GAY since February 2011, even participating on the dotgay Application Advisory Group 
(dAAG). The dAAG was formed of community leaders to ensure dotgay LLC’s application was 
the best possible reflection of community interest before it was submitted to ICANN. ILGA’s 
participation offered global perspective while addressing various issues such as diversity, 
inclusion and best practice. Through this truly authentic collaboration, with cultural and 
geographically dispersed community perspectives, dotgay LLC’s community model was 
presented to ICANN, and to this day remains the only application for .GAY or .LGBT that visibly 
invited any portion of the community into their process. The ILGA Staff and Board discussed the 
community application of dotgay LLC at great length, both internally and directly to our 
membership, and ultimately voted in favor of supporting and engaging with the community 
focused approach. 
 
In December 2012, ICANN’s Independent Objector found that the standard applications for 
.GAY and .LGB T would be harmful to the gay community, but ruled that it was not his job to 
decide who represented community.  
 
In March 2013, with the support of 40 other national and international LGBTI organizations, 
ILGA participated in ICANN’s Community Objection process filing objections against four 
standard applications targeting LGBTI people. The objections included one application for 
.LGBT and three for .GAY, excluding the community application filed by dotgay LLC. Each 
objection highlighted detriment our community of LGBTQI people would be subject to if ICANN 
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were to approve .GAY or .LGBT under models that lacked community governance and benefit. 
Despite the Panelist determining that the gay community is clearly delineated, that ILGA with 
our co-objectors had standing to represent the community on the matter of harm, and deciding 
there would be harm if there was not at least one gay community gTLD, all objections were 
dismissed. They were all dismissed on the basis that the Community Priority Evaluation (CPE) 
would be the place for a decision to be made.  
 
ILGA believes this is a situation where the issue of harm to the gay community keeps being 
pushed off to yet another panel. Detriment and harm to the global gay community has been 
shown, but unfairly, this detriment and harm has not been alleviated or otherwise dealt with up 
to this point. 
 
At this juncture, ILGA remains convinced that the CPE process will prevail in favor of dotgay 
LLC’s community model, officially granting the gay community stewardship of their own TLD. 
We continue to believe that this will be a historical moment for the gay community, one that will 
empower our community with a TLD that we can call our own and from which we can begin to 
address community needs. Although standard applicants consider .GAY a commodity they 
somehow feel entitled to, and from which they will simply generate revenue from, ILGA believes 
that dotgay LLC’s community model offers a more appropriate stewardship of the term “GAY” 
coupled with the unique opportunity to do much more; build a trust namespace, enhance 
visibility for community groups and businesses, and fund community initiatives around the 
globe. 
 
When comparing the rich body of work, ethics and advocacy of the team behind the dotgay LLC 
application and the community-unfriendly, revenue driven mindset of the other .GAY applicants 
who have presented no prior history of engagement, support or activism with or for the gay 
community, ILGA believes that the proper choice for ICANN to make is very clear. To do 
otherwise would be a great injustice to the global gay community and an injustice to ICANN’s 
new gTLD program. The Applicant Guidebook itself opens with language claiming “the new 
gTLD program will open up the top level of the Internet’s namespace to foster diversity, 
encourage competition, and enhance the utility of the DNS.” What a shame it would be if that 
was all forgotten in the end. 
 
Our community is currently under attack in countries like Russia, India and Cameroon where 
human rights are being denied, reversed and even taken away, leaving millions of LGBTQI 
people in harm’s way and without basic human rights protections. To better understand the 
challenges the gay community is currently facing around the world, you need only read the 
day’s headlines. As the single largest umbrella organization in the community, our work at ILGA 
is integral to fulfilling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for LGBTQI people everywhere 
and a failure to protect the gay community in the new gTLD program will further and unfairly 
burden ILGA, our member organizations, and millions of LGBTQI people everywhere who will 
be placed on the defense and left to deal with the detriment that will ensue. 
 
ILGA reaffirms our commitment to a community model as presented by dotgay LLC, for the 
community of LGBTQI people who have been acknowledged as a clearly delineated community 
by the Community Objection Panelist in prior stages of ICANN’s new gTLD program. Based on 
our commitment to a community model for .GAY and the visible support dotgay LLC has 
received from around the world, we truly believe .GAY will become one of the greatest 
community success stories in ICANN’s new gTLD program. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Renato Sabbadini 
Executive Director, ILGA 
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March 7, 2014 

Dr. Stephen D. Crocker 
Mr. Fadi Chehadé 
12025 Waterfront Drive, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA 90094-2536 
USA 
 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Chehadé and members of the ICANN Board,  
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to create the proposed .gay top-
level-domain (TLD) under the community model submitted by dotgay LLC.  
 
CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers was founded in 1994 as a member-based coalition to support the 
development of strong, sustainable LGBT community centers. Serving over 200 LGBT community centers across the 
country in 46 states and the District of Columbia, as well as centers in Canada, Israel, Mexico, China, Italy and Australia, 
CenterLink assists newly forming community centers and helps strengthen existing LGBT centers, through networking 
opportunities for center leaders, peer-based technical assistance and training, and a variety of capacity building services.  
 
Our efforts are based on the belief that LGBT community centers are primary change agents in the national movement 
working toward the liberation and empowerment of LGBT people. Serving over 1.7 million people annually, they are the 
heart and soul of the LGBT movement and are vital to our current well-being and dreams for the future.  
 
Additionally, LGBT centers remain among the safest ‘physical’ spaces available to LGBT people. Centers serve as inclusive 
homes that celebrate, nurture and empower LGBT people while simultaneously offering solace from anti-gay hate, 
intimidation and threats of violence. The safety of LGBT people unquestionably remains a priority and prevalent issue in 
all regions of the world. Tackling the issue as a community, from all angles and opportunities is imperative. An archetype 
for a community TLD that emulates the parallel haven of LGBT centers will similarly serve as ‘virtual’ safe spaces for 
LGBT people. Introducing the .gay TLD under dotgay LLC’s community model offers yet another important change agent 
in the liberation and empowerment of LGBT people in today’s digital age.  
 
Since early 2011, CenterLink has collaborated closely with dotgay LLC to identify community needs, concerns and best 
practices as the opportunity for a community TLD was being explored. This collaboration made available to dotgay LLC 
our grassroots perspective, a direct link to everyday LGBT people in towns and cities around the world. They represent 
no single race, color, creed, profession, language, education level, religion, sexual orientation or gender identity, but 
instead a true cross-section of those in our community who are on a similar quest for equality, love, respect and  
 
 

http://www.icann.org/groups/board/chehade-en.htm


 

P O Box 24490   
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33307-4490  
954.765.6024; Fax 954.765.6593 
WWW.lgbtcenters.org

 

 
 
 
 
 
livelihood. It is no question these dreams have not been realized or afforded to all. CenterLink strongly believes ICANN 
must recognize this community effort for what it is; a chance to shape our own future, create a better experience, take 
charge of our own destiny and create a community TLD under the umbrella .gay. 
 
As we have walked along side dotgay LLC over the past 3 years, learning from their unique vantage point from the ICANN 
multi-stakeholder ecosystem, we have also watched as they engaged, listened and responded to the community and 
community interest. With grace, compassion and the unwavering passion of the dotgay LLC team, we have witnessed a 
truly transformative opportunity take shape like no other in our community on such a global scale. Despite the 
resistance of few and the attacks of competitive applications, the community model for .gay has elevated LGBT people’s 
expectations of how a TLD should be integrated and operated in society to celebrate a community. Putting community 
interest ahead of pure profit ambitions makes dotgay LLC’s proposal an exemplary community model. 
 
There are several key components of the community model that CenterLink will note as exceptional and beneficial to all 
our members, but especially to our smaller and less funded centers. A registration period that reduces the competition 
from speculators by securing the domain names that members of the community are already using in existing TLDs, a 
registration policy that limits use to authentic members of the community to build trust, and the philanthropic approach 
to redistribution of profits (67%) that will be generated through domain name sales. Knowing that dotgay LLC 
volunteered to participate in this way and that these elements are also contractually binding, not only protects the 
community but it also protects and secures the future operations of .gay. 
 
CenterLink is committed to helping create a community TLD for LGBT people. We believe that dotgay LLC has not only 
presented the most suitable and appropriate model under .gay, but they are also the only applicant for any TLD which 
relates to our community that took the time to help make a difference. We support dotgay LLC and their quest to work 
with the community and introduce a TLD of which all LGBT people can be proud. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Terry M. Stone, CEO 

CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers 

 











March 14, 2014
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